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During the research period for my new IDG book entitled WINDOWS 95 
COMMUNICATIONS AND ONLINE SECRETS, I thoroughly examined all 
forms of publishing in and browsing on the Internet in order to better explain 
the coming technological wave about to wash across the World Wide Web.   
 
Through my research on the Internet and its publishing standards, I became 
intimate with the unique capabilities of Blackbird, HotJava, Netscape, Java, 
Shockwave, VRML and JavaScript. 
 
I found JavaScript particularly interesting since Sun has successfully 
positioned it as one of the main universal scripting languages for the Internet:  
JavaScript applets aren’t limited to the Windows platform or the Apple 
Operating System.  JavaScript meets the “open standard” for participation 
already in place on the WWW by not favoring one Operating System over 
another in experiencing the JavaScript world. 
 
This chameleon-like capability of JavaScript’s cross-platform universality 
makes JavaScript the penultimate melting pot for the Internet.  Microsoft 
thinks so.  And Netscape.  And Apple.  And America Online.  And Borland.  
And AT&T.  Plus 25 other companies who’ve announced plans to support 
and write JavaScript applets for the World Wide Web. 
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What Does JavaScript  Do? 
 
JavaScript is a simple to use object oriented scripting language for Internet 
publishing.  JavaScript is designed for creating real-time applications that can 
hook objects and events together into a unified experience.   
 
JavaScript was made to work with HTML page authoring standard.   
 
Using JavaScript to publish on the Internet is as easy as using Visual Basic to 
write a program.   
 
JavaScript can be used to quickly build complex applications on the Internet 
by folks with little or no publishing experience because JavaScript’s vocabulary 
is limited, yet robust.  By using only a few short lines of JavaScript code, one 
can easily move a lot of information in a short period of time. 
 
 

Why Wil l  Folks Use JavaScript?  
 
People will use JavaScript because it is easy to master and simple to use.  
Applications written in JavaScript are lively and entertaining:  animation, 3d 
drawings, and text-in-motion are a few examples of what JavaScript can do 
inside an Internet home page.   
 
With JavaScript, an HTML page could include a form that will perform 
complex calculations like currency exchange rates while you’re live online.   
 
A multi-media weather forecast written in Java could be enhanced with 
JavaScript to pull in continual weather updates and radar images in real time.   
 
A JavaScript enhanced home page with links to a Sports Information provider 
could continually update sports scores without clicking a button! 
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Who Wil l  Use This  Book To Help Them? 
 
WEAVING THE WEB WITH JAVASCRIPT is a book for folks who have a 
basic knowledge of computers, the Internet and HTML and who want a new 
and entertaining experience as they quickly master the JavaScript learning 
curve. 
 
The tone of the book will be warm and appealing as the history, purpose and 
production of JavaScript is discovered by the reader in a short time.  We’ll 
cover the JavaScript language in-depth without becoming pedantic or boorish. 
 
The book will include unique sample code that I will construct for the reader 
to steal and employ on their own WWW Home Pages. 
 
At the conclusion of the book, the reader will have traveled through the quick 
and wondrous world of JavaScript, mastered its basics, and been given the 
knowledge and tools to become the ultimate master of its depths. 
 
Here’s how I plan the journey: 
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Part One:  Growing The Bean (50 pages) 

 
• How An Oak Sprouted Java Beans 

• The Growers And How They Got There 
• Sun 
• *7 And Beyond 

• How Java Grew JavaScript 
• The Idea 
• The Implementation 
• The Unimagined Success! 

• 28 Companies Vow To Harvest JavaScript 
• Network-Centric Applications 
• Easy Integration with Java 
• Works Wonders With HTML 
• Open and Cross-Platform Design 

• HotJava 
• Why It’s Hot 
• How HotJava Got Hot 
• How HotJava Stays Hot With JavaScript 

 

Part  Two:  Brewing The Bean (175 pages) 

 
• Learning JavaScript 

• The Philosophy Behind The Design 
• Implementation Tactics 
• Simple Scripting Secrets 

• JavaScript APIs 
• Who Has Them 
• How To Get Them 
• How To Write Your Own 

• Gluing With JavaScript 
• HTML 
• Inline Plug-Ins 
• Java Applets
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 (Cont’d)  Part  Two:  Brewing The Bean  

  
• JavaScript and Netscape 

• Why Netscape Chose JavaScript 
• Why JavaScript Needs Netscape 
• How They Hold Hands 

• JavaScript and The Microsoft Internet Explorer 
• How They Didn’t Get Along 
• Why They Shook Hands 
• Will They Be Friends Forever? 

• JavaScript and Blackbird 
• Friends In Need 
• Complimentary And Not Competitive? 
• Who Does What Best And Why? 

• JavaScript Object Reference 
• Objects, Properties and Methods 
• Names and Literals 
• Statements 

• Steal This:  Quick JavaScript Examples 
• Animations 
• Calculations 
• Live Updating 
• Secure Transmissions 

• Quick Steep:  Java Development Tools 
• Integrated Source Browser 
• Integrated Text Editor For Composing Java Source Code 
• On-Line Help 
• Class Browser 
• Java Compiler 
• Fun and Easy Debugging 
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Part Three:   Sipping The Brew (75 pages) 

 
• Tasting Your Home Brew JavaScripts Online 

• Personal JavaScripts 
• Business JavaScripts  
• Wacky JavaScripts For Your Person And Business 

• JavaScripting The Future 
• Where To Go From Here? 

• Java Electronics? 
• Java Telephone? 
• Java Toasters? 

• Glossary of Terms 
• Appendices 

 

About The Author  
I just finished a book for IDG called WINDOWS 95 COMMUNICATIONS 
AND ONLINE SECRETS, so I already have an excellent knowledge base 
build up of Internet publishing and HTML page creation.  Here are some 
other things I’ve done:  

• Contributing Editor for the ClubWinNEWS subsection of 
Microsoft’s electronic WINNEWS journal 

• Founding Chapter Head of Microsoft ClubWin and support 
provider in Microsoft’s MSWIN95 forum on CompuServe 

• Founding member of Microsoft ClubWin 
• Systems Operator for Modems and Serial Communications in the 

TOSHIBA FORUM on CompuServe 
• MegaMedia scriptwriter for Toshiba Canada, Pacific Rail, The 

Ingram ShowCase and Best!Ware 
• M.F.A. Columbia University in the City of New York 
• Columbia University / Shubert Foundation Presidential Scholar 

My work as a playwright has been seen in 16 states and 27 cities including the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music. 


