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MUSIC UP FULL:
FADE IN:

EXT . DISTANT HILL — DAY
PR TR .

The early morning sun cracks over a break in a se
hills, INSLOW MOTION, a vounqg boy enters our vigwivg
roaé towards us. The boy’'s hair is long and his(! ymatted
wet against his forehead. On the front of his Jjus i
stencil style writing are the numbers #012765. His snm
radiant and with everv step, he comes to realize that he is B
He gasps for air. The jump suit he is wearinqg is soaked. TI
CREDITS ROLL OVER THE ACTION. Ee continues to run to us...'h
almost making ground, we can see success in his face and the
screen quickly....

CUTS TO BLACK:
MUSIC OUT.
EXT. - JUNKYARD - DAY

Wwith rotting tires, twisted metal and rusting car bodies in the
foreqground, we have aview of a weathered barbed vire fence. The
boy enters the frame, ZFf\ts the barbed wire ancd slides underneath
it into the junkyard. SA, the boy, weaves his way through
the junk. He is a fif vear old child, but his physical
features are mature beyond his vears. He climbs the largest pile
of junk and scans the area in delight. This is his new
playground. f| He sees a rusted toy wagon, jumps o0ff the junk heap

and runs to“rte e climbs on the wagon, rocks in it and a wheel
falls of A ubs his elbow, picks himself un from the
ground. fASA cC S and bounces on a pile of tiresgand cravls
through®0ne tifre before rolling it down the hill ,scales a
rusted car roof and heads back down the junkyard / N jE)
EXT. - JUNKYARD ROAD - DAY ~

ASA comes around a bend in the road and stops. His eyes widen.
ﬂFrom ASA s POV, we see a small ‘POND through the trees. ASA
miles. .

ASA
Watuh!



EXT. - POND - DAY

We see rippling water. The back of ASA’s head bobs into, and
then out of the FRAME as he splashes ,the water on his face. ASA
looks at his reflection in the pond. Lég_gets close to the water
ancd sni again. He begins to laugh but no sound comes from his
mouth. QAgA wipes his face off on his bare arm, stands, and dives
into th& pond. Even though ASA is not a talented swimmer, he is
at ease and happy playing in the water. As he half-swims, half-
splashes around the bend in the pond, he sees an 0ld man fishing
from a small pier. With a mischevous look in his eve, ASA goes
under water and disappears from sight.

EXT. - FISHERMAN'S PIER - DAY

EZRA, the old man, sits on a small stool with a fishing rod
dancling in the water. EZRA's beard is scruffy and carev, his
clothes are ill-kept. EZRA's head droops forward as he FJ Ghts
sleep. For one moment, the pond is calm and silent. In the next
monent, ASA is explodéing from the water, waking EZRA and nearly
knocking him off the back of the pier.

EZRA
Whaa?! ¥%wWhat?! Who?

As EZRA picks himself up.

ZZRA
g {Cont ¢)
Why vou littless Jucas Priest, boy!
You purty neg TQNLed mesin.,

ot felliv

ASA grabs the pole Frgm tHe water.

BZRA
(Cont “d)
Give me that!

ASA stares at EZRA. EZRA gives ASA a long look before taking the
pole.

EZRA
¢(Cont “d)
What you doing scaring my breakfast away
from me anyway, vou.... Come up out of
there, bov!

EZRA pulls ASA out of the water.

N



EZRA
(Cont "d)

Look at you, here now. Soaked through
the skin, aren’t you? Haven’t vou the
s enough to take vour britches of
't,suppose vou thoucht of that

fo(i> SWeAr...

new,>

~—

They start to walk off the pier and onto the camp qgrounds.

EZRA gets a blanket fromn

EZRA
E (Cont “d)
Watch merey ‘re soaking me now!
Well /cow@ Ny pp here and

11 those off there,

crv VQ\\se £ ==
= bl San it 3
bov.. Never knew a boy with so little

Sense v

ASA, nearlv knocking him over.

EZRA

Ul

ASA s

EZRA

EZRA
(Cont “@)
Here now -- pull this around vou --
string these out here.

lays ASA's clothes on sticks over the fire.

his ﬁajgf/ghprts
% ZL/ EZRA

(Con%;d)

his cot by the fire and throws it at

T’

-

b

1

ASA shivers in

Well, of course vou re chilled clean
through. - That there pond had a shinyv

coat of ice not three weeks aqgo....
tares in amazemnent at the fire.
EZRA

(Cont “d)
(to himself)

Damn kid, scares my bluegill away....

takes a spoonful of old"beans from a tin can in the fire.

EZR@
(Cont "d)

m thro

N s

,,,,,, These bea?fji?\have to do. You let-

hi

a )tl}xen he’ll have to go. M4
é&n t put Y with his.... \\M‘////

£



ASA watches EZRA eat from the can. EZRA makes no move to give
ASA any beans, so ASA sees another can near the fire next to
EZRA’s fishing pole. ASA reaches in to eat from it, just like he
sees EZRA doing...and pulls out a hand full of dirt and worms.
ASA has the worms to his lips when EZRA catches him.

EZRA
(Cont ‘&)
(spitting out beans)

What the hel @

ASA is startled by EZRA's action and drops the can of worms into
the fire.

EZPA
(Cont @)
Just what kind of idiot are you, bhov?!
First you deny this old :inner,{hhxyau
nearly eat up the fishM 1)
Here, if you must have s
this;

EZRA hands ASA the can of beafis,,
S i

EZRA-
i (Cont "d)
You've done in my appetite anvhow....

-

ASA grabs the beans and runs to the houseboa%/ggﬂ<eat§ greedily.

&M’ 7 (Cont” d)
" (to himsel

4% )

no damn right to your food, vour
pond, vour fire....

ASA sees a tire swing. He dvoes to the tree, crawls through the
tire and hangs while eating the last of his beans.

EZRA 4
(Cont “d)
(to himself)
You ain’t had nobody ‘round here for
twenty vears. No need to start now....



ASA drops the empty bean can and begins to swing wildly in the
tire. He loves this new tov. EZRA stops talking to himself and
catches the boy playing.

EZRA
(Cont “@)
Hey bov, get off that thing!

ASA does not respond to the old man and he continues to swing.

EZRA
(Cont @)
Now look what vou've gone anéd done....
Hey! = 1 tell ‘you get off that thing!
That old tree s not gonna....

The tree limb bends and groans. ASA continues to swing.

SEZRA
(Cont "ad)
3ov! Hey boy! Now that branch....!!

ASA continues to swing. EZRA races to him. The tree limb cracks
and sends ASA and the tire swing to the ground. EZRA yanks ASA
to his feet. ASA is bewilcdered but unhurt.

EZRA
i (Cont @)
- What kind of stupid stunt was that, bov?!
You heard me velling at you! Do vou
think “voucan Just.:..

ASA smiles and looks over EZPA’s shoulder at the pond.
EZRA
(Cont-3)
Hey, look at me when I =m talking to you.

EZRA shakes ASA hard. ASA stares wide-eyed and scareé at EZRA.

EZRA
(Cont 't)
Listen to me. *
EZRA almost slaps ASA. 2
/’
EZRA
(Cont &)

Hey, don’t you hearme?

ASA only stares wide-eyed. EZRA snaps his fingers near ASA’s
ear. ASA has no response. EZRA sighs and releases ASA.



EZRA
(Cont "4d)
Deaf as a flat iron.

ASA questioningly searches EZRA’s face. .SK’EETI@B\b{oed{?Aﬁt
m&mms«wmv M @ baff-suwile Hrow zzm.g

EZ ‘%’5;~~W_‘-__, e
(Cont “q)
Well I°11 be jiggered.

CUT TO:
MUSIC UP FULL
EXT. . =i PIER =< DAY

ASA and EZRA are on the pier. ASA’s feet dangle in the water.
EZRA shows ASA a worm, then he pushes the worm on the hook. ASA
re-coils when EZPA sticks the squirming hooked worm in ASA’s
face. EZRA laughs and casts the hook into the water.

EXT. - =.-HOUSEBOAYT - = DAY

With ASA wearing the jumpsuit, EZRA cuts the arms and legs off.
EZRA takes off a red bandana from around his neck and gives it to
ASA. ASA rqlls it up and ties it around his head.

EXT. - WOODS - DAY

With lines of ash streaked on_his face like war paint, ASA hides
behind a tree. EZRA, with t} sleeves of ASA’s jumpsuit balanced
on his shoulders like epauls walks with the air of a general.
ASA leaps out from behind th&tree and lands on the old man’s
back.

EXT. . ~ . CAMPFIRE ‘- DUSK %

EZRA builds a fire. He takes the lantern and puts a little bit
of kerosene on the twigs. EZRA lights a match, and ASA’s face
lights up. ASA reaches out to touch the match, and when he feels
the heat, his hands jerks back. EZRA lights the fire, it flames
gently and ASA sucks on his burnt finger.

EXT. - CAMP SITE - NIGHT ﬁ/;hh\/f
: ; . (éof~é
That night, EZRA whittles from his . ASA sleeps close to

the fire. EZRA gets up, throws the whittled woo the fire,
covers up ASA with a blanket, and then beds dow




EXT. - CAMP SITE - DAY [

\

It is the earlv morning kaige next dav. ASA is still hy
the fire. We hear thex )FASAW against a tree
ASA wakes up, plcks the—sleép out of his eyes. He look the

C5rha-waeh¢ and doesn’t see EZRA. ASA goes to the fire pit, which
is now no lonrer _het;amnd, takes a tin can off he qgrill, ASA
digs a coupl &ﬂaame;z@ beans out and eatéi::;:jASA remembers
the fire, anz;Le cautiougly feels for heat ] ing. ASA
decides to bhuild a fire.

earches for wood, ,gnd sees EZPA on

a ladder, cutting down t h supporting the’ﬁ%ee swina. A
lighted lantern hangs on _adder, anc ASA d1av llvsteals the
lantern from EZRA. EZRA doesn’t see the bov fa he lantern.

Zi% the fire pit, ASA-takes twigs and bark az? widgl a fiire just

TTke EZRA (o Hawed him. )

tOVER EZRA'S SHOULDER, we see ASA. EZRA continues to saw, and he
ees that the bov igayyorking on something.

ZClose with ASA now, he takes the lantern and dumps out a larqge
ount of kerosene on the wood. ASA finds the matches on the
ground, lights the match and begins to drop the match on the
kerosene and wood.

feet into the sky. AeeS- B - >man;
and shock of the acc1dent causes OZRA to lose his balance on the
ladder and he FALLS OUT OF THE FRAME.

Kid! Look out!

On ASA now, we see hin race to the tree. When he sees EZRA now
on the ground, motionless, bleeding from the head, he stops. ASA
bends down to EZRA, shakes him as if to wake him. ASA walks
around the body. ASA takeg off his bandana and tries to wipe the
blood off of EZRA's face.gt%ﬁb links, stands, and hooks his hand

underneath EZRA s arnm pit nd pullef

CUT To; \



EXT. - JUNKYARD - DAY /f’ L awed” )
/ S CL“’ qc;& 2T N
: : ) e
Throuah 111es of ]unk, we see AS AlEraqglng EZRA oOn mhﬂﬁhzawwmnde'ﬂL\\
=3 Wgm $8und of the travios grating voad
aralnst the gravel uaaiggggzaaa W
EXT. - TRAIN-VIADUCT - DAY

e A
ASA pull ﬁA‘underneath the train tracks trestel. He pulls
the old n 7~ a slicht hill into a small town. SALLY, JEANNIE,

and LIZBETE, a trio of voung teens pass ASA and EZRA. The girls

Ggiggle as they pass.
\(Wwﬂ-"%

ASA stops at the first shop he comes upon.,/He peek s in the
window and does not see anyone. Suddenly ILLIE the Hardware
Woman, grabs ASA's arm and spins hin around to face her. TILLIE
has a thick Greek accent, and a a push broom is crooked in one
arm,

EXT. - EARDWARE STORE - DAY

TILLIE
Ah, hatl-: You rel‘alous fanatics in town
again, eh? We’ll I'm bone drv.

TILLIE releases ASA and begins sweeping dust and cdirt on EZRA.

. TILLIE
« And cet vour friend off my front stoop.
Do I look a park bench?

ASA
Watuh.

TILLIE
Look, I don't need help. We're in a
depressed economvy, vou know.

L ASA

Watuh.

Okay, okay
your name

TILLIE takes out a pad ané a pencil frof \shirt pocket.

: TILLIE
What s the name again?



ASA

TILLIE
Easyv, easy, friend. You might try Tippy
Lipton o’re the Steak House. He might
need a waiter.

TEOMAS, a bus4g;;;\:p struts out of the BARBER SHOP. THOMAS is
well- dressed and h shoes have a slick shine. THOMAS passes
ASA, stops, digs into his pocket and pulls out a one dollar bill,
THOMAS takesjASA’s hand, shakes it and leaves the cdollar bill in
ASA"s palm. éﬁs THOMAS walks on, ASA stares at the bill. ASA
blows his n on it and drops it. ASA qrabs the travois anad
pulls EZRA throuqgh plumes of dust from TILLIE'S frenetic sweeping.

EXT. ' - . CHURCH: STEPS . —: DAY

ASA draags EZRA's bodv past a small white church. €Sitting on the
steps is VINNIE, sightless d player. VINNIE is plaving a
jazzed up ver51on of “a relnjlos spng. VINNIE wears dark alasses
and a portable electric p i¥s on his lap. VINNIE cocks his
head at t d of ASA’s Tabored breathing and at the scraping
sound of<§?%§%§f§ travois against the cement. A dented tin cup
rests by \WINNIE's boot. VINNIE is doing justice to a large hunk
of chewing gum while he speaks and blows bubbles.

A VINNIE
+ Hey, man! Whose there?

ASA, of course, doesn’t hear VINNIE. ASA pulls u to rest
under the shade of an oak tree and he starts up the steps.

VINNIE N
What s the story here, man? "Tho's
there anyways?

ASA goes to VINNIE and is fascinated by his dark glasses. ASA
can see his owﬁ reflection in the glass. ASA sticks his face
next to VINNIE s and their noses almost touch.

VINNIE
What s the sermon, man? Get outta
my face!

VINNIE slaps ASA'§7face hard. ASA jumps back.
VINNIE

Sorrv man, but you invacded my twelve
inches of personal space.



10.

ASA feels his cheek where VINNIE slapped him. It is red and hot.
ASA extends a hand to VINNIE l1ike THOMAS taugqht him. Of course,
VINNIE can’t see ASA’s hand. A few seconds pass as ASA stands
there holding his hand out while VIN”IF cocks his ear 1n ASA’'s
direction to catch anv movement noise.

VINNIE
Eello?
ASA
(quickly)
Watuh.
VINNIE
Eh?
ASA
(soft, but tired)
Watuh. ‘
VINNIE
Mmm. Just what is it with you, pal?

VINNIE shakes his head. so ASA shakes his head too, ancd withdraws
his hand from the air. ASA grabs EZRA and leaves. VINNIE blows
another bubble and starts to play his version of Billy Joel's
"Just the Way You Are."
Fa
- VINNIE
Don't 5o changin’, to try and puh-leese
me. I love vou just the way you-hoo are.
Thank you. Thank vou very much.

EXT. - JANE'S STREET - DAY

ASA is straining to continue to pull

boy'lﬁ\dead tlred His eyes are closet@ as he attempts to catch a

nap is feet. hear the squeak of a tricvcle and ASA opens
his He stops. The squeak stops. ASA begins to walk again,
and ¢ar the trike start up. Sensing-someone behind hlﬁ[“TSA\

contlnu s to walk, but sneaks a pee e PO e T —atr AirSPeae:
over his shoulder. He finds JANE, the-most beautiful child eve
created. Her eves are a speckl ed deep, spoky blue. Locks of
fine vellow/halr cyp around her face. ASA stops anéd she stops
riding her #€rike. !ASA starts to pull EZRA again, and JANE starts
up the tricycle a . Finally, JANE pulls around ASA and waves
over her shoulder for him to follow her. ASA understands, and
has to quicken his pace to keep up with her.

10
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It

steep stairs tothe front porc

d : JANE runs up the stalrs into her mother LUCY’S
—arms. l A walking sprinkler is doing its job on the front part of
the 1aWwn. When ASA sees the water, he rushes to it.

1d.

EXT. - JANE'S HOUSE - DAY

JANE steers into her driveway. ~Her House is up on a h11l W1th

- '*UCY\
Jane Rochellfe wua&dgtl/ﬁ told vou not to
bring home a mor trays. You there!

fertilized it. You hear me?Who do you

Getaway from our lawn. Depny\just
think you are?

/

. \\\/ .
ASA pulls the sprinkler to EZRA and he stops the action so that
a stream of pure white water spravs into his hands and onto the
drivewav.

LUCY
Jane, vou run inside and hide in vour
closet. I m calling the Police!

LUCY scoots JaNE in the house and slams the door. ASA cups some
water to lips.

EZRAS)

x ASA
wWatuh.

#
-

EZRA does not move. The sprinkler is lame on its side. ASA
splashes the water in EZRA’s face. EZRA's eyes are wide open,
and to ASA’s surprise the eyes do not blink when the water is
splashed over them. There is me reaction. ASA realizes that
EZRA is dead. <~ASE8H4 Bhe LZRAA® ASA backs away, and then runs

LT AV I L

away. K /&

INT. - JANE'S HOUSE - DAY

In an OVER THE SHOULDER SHOT, we see Jane looking out the

picture window and she waves good-bye to ASA as he runs off down
the street.
LUCY (0O.S.)
E Yes.. He chased my daughter.. Yes. He
/ tried to take my sprinkler. *e N
And he dragged a dead man 1nto

driveway on a cot. Yes. o1dﬁ

P LR

11



124

X1, - TOWN OUTSXIRTS - TWILIGET
ASA runs through a field as the skv darkens, the town is seen in
the distance behind him.

EXT. - FARMER'S YARD - EVENING

ASA races into a farmer’s yﬂ&d ear-the main house. EHe Sees a
small pool of water near ) rn and runs to it. A DOG BARKS as
ASAAbendstxndrl “fxomthe grou“d water, then the chickens in
the nearby coop KK. 'Tn farmhouse porch light switches ON

just before the re Or farmer WEB is seen in the doorway.

4

WEB
What “s all the racket out here?

The NOISE continues, ASA is still at the puddle.

WEBR
Who s out there?
(to the dog)
Quiet down, Blackie. Answer nme,
trespasser!

WEB sees ASA’'s dark shape move near the ground.

WEB
3., Coyotel - Well, T m-ready for va this
time!

WEB reaches behind the door and grabs his RIFLE.

WEB
We lljustseePuwzwanj moreof mnv
chigkens vou'll get, varmint

WEB fires the rifle at ASA. IIN SLOW MOTION, ASA is seen bending

over the puddle, splashing his face in the water. HKe turns to US
as the GUN is HEARD again and this time, WEB has not missed.

ASA’s face forms a scream, but NO SOUND IS HEARD as he falls ouT

‘OF THEE FRAME.

DISSOLVE TO BLACK.

12



13.

EXT. - POND - NIGHT

We see the RED FLASEING LIGHTS OF A SHERIFF'S CAR narked in
EZRA s camp. As the view WIDENS, we SEE ASA watching the car
through the tregqs. His arm is soaked with blood and tied with
EZRA s bandana. 2From ASA's VIEW, a dark figure is seen searching
the camp with a flashlight. ASA pulls the bandanda tight around
his arm and runs OUT OF FR.M%?F

EXT. = - JUNKYARD - NIGHT .

We see ASA crouched behind an old car as th%/;;ERI;;Tg CAR passes
slowly out of the area. by o

EXT+ "~ 7 CAMP:SITE — NIGHT

Cautiously, ASA limps back into camp exhausted and in pain,
glancing at the,cold fire pit, the house boat, and the tire swing
on the ground. CROAKING FROGS ARE TEE ONLY SOUND, as he
struggles to pull blanket from the houseboat and crawls under
it on the ground. Ewg PULL BACX to REVEAL ASA balled up into a
small lump on the Ground and as the camp is still and quiet.

DISSOLVE TO BLACK.
FADE IN:
EXT. - CAMP SITE - DAY

BIRDS ARE CHIRPING in the early morning sunlight as we SEE the
still water of the POND through the trees.]F%? abrupt "plunk"
breaks the quiet, anéd ripples the suxfgce o he water. We PULL
BACK as more "plunks" hit the paﬁ%,1;§§d we see a BOY, tossing in
pebbles from where he sits on the pier. The boy is ASA and ve
can hear him imitating the sound of the rocks as they hit the
water.

ASA
Plunk. . Ploop. Splunk.

A high-pitched whistle is heard and ASA turps to look over his
shoulder. A smiles breaks across his face. [From HIS ANGLE, we
see EZRA walking down the rpad into the cam@t. ASA leaps to his
feet and runs toward EZRA. ﬁw; SEE him running as fast as he can
to EZRA. They embrace, EZ

boy laughs.

ifts the boy off the ground as the

EZRA
Whoa, whoa, easv boy!

13



1%,

They turn together to walk down the road away from the camp.

EZRA
Thought I°d find you here. C'mon, I've
got a roaring fire going...we’ll have a
bite of breakfast before we go fishing

today.
—
FAST INTERCUT.
EXT.: ~. CAMP SITE .- DAY

It is early morning:as the SHERIFF climbs out of hjis-ear.
Ccur gace To)
EXT. - JUNKYARD ROAD - DAY - ek

ASA and EZRA walk down the road.

D
Bz%é) 3
We'll catch us a big/ol@ bass, what do
you sav? \

i .
NTERCUT.

The SHERIFF lifts the blanket off of ASA’s dead body.
N
/Car pAcEe TO! )

EXT..+ = "~ CAMP SITR. = DAY

=

/

BXT, - JUNKYARD ROAD - DAY
ASA and EZRA continue to walk down the road.
EZRA

I fixed the o0ld tire swing...
good as new.

(;:%§>INTERCUT.
L\\»A

The SHERIFF lifts ASA's limp body into the car.

EXT.. -  CAMP SITE == DA¥

car BACL To)

14
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EXT. - JUNKYARD ROAD - DAY h
EZRA and ASA are fuﬁfif§>away from‘gg ;bw.
\ e/
BZRA .

What a day we’ll have... just me ané vou.

They walk down the road toqgether through the junkvard as the sun
rigses.. END CREDITS ROLL, then....

FINAL FADE (%6 TO BLACK.

THE END

E 4o’



