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February 26, 1995
NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT: LOWER MANHATTAN

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT: LOWER MANHATTAN;
Housing for the Deaf: Independence and Community
By MONTE WILLIAMS

Frederique McCall is a 35-year-old, married mother of two. Until last year, she and her family --
her husband, Michael, and sons Terrence, 8, and David, 6 -- lived with her parents on Long Island.
She had not returned home because of hard times. She had never left.

"My parents didn't think I could live independently," said Mrs. McCall, who is deaf, through an
interpeter. "They didn't want me to move here."

Mrs. McCall's experience is not unusual among residents in her new building on the Lower East
Side, which has 40 rental units for deaf people with low incomes. Many had never left home before
moving into the six-story building, with its state-of-the art technology, which offers them a first
chance at independence.

The building, at 174 Forsyth Street, features several devices for the deaf: a door in the lobby with a
light instead of a buzzer, fire alarms and smoke detectors that light up, a video intercom system
that allows tenants to see visitors and teletypewriters, known as TTYs, for telephone
communication.

Opened last March by the New York Society for the Deaf and financed by the Federal Department
of Housing and Urban Development, the building offers not only independence but an end to the
isolation many residents say they had felt.

"Often they are the only deaf people in their family," said David Edleson, the associate executive
director of the society. "We wanted to give them a sense of community."

Mr. Edleson said he hopes to start a sign language class for police officers from the Fifth Precinct
and to get an interpreter for community meetings, such as those held by the Sarah Roosevelt Park
Association.

There is a big need for housing for the deaf, Mr. Edleson said. The society has proposed building a
similar building next door and one on the grounds of Co-op City in the Bronx. It already operates a
135-unit building for elderly deaf people at East 13th Street and Avenue B.
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Some tenants work, while others receive public assistance, he said. Some are blind or physically

disabled as well as deaf. Single people must earn less than $16,700 and families less than $23,850;

rent is 30 percent of annual income. Most apartments are occupied by single adults, but there are

four two-bedroom units for families.

Mrs. McCall's husband, a hospital cook, is deaf, but their children are hearing, like the other eight

youngsters in the building. "Living on my own is a struggle," she said, "especially with two

children. But that's life. I'm taking care of my children, and I feel very capable." M.W.

Photo: Waiting for the mail: Janna Sweenie (left), Frederique McCall and Theresa Jarrett. (Don

Hogan Charles/The New York Times )
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