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Welcome to the official website for the UMDNJ School of Public 
Health course "Public Health Crises Reflected in the Humanities."  
The purpose of this site is to give you some insight into the course 
so you can see the benefits waiting for you even though, at first 
glance, you may not understand how analyzing movies and 
television shows and poetry and such can enhance your work in the 
Public Health arena.

A Special Opportunity
This course is unlike any you have taken or will take in the UMDNJ 
graduate School of Public Health and that is a good thing because 
you will have a step up on the competition in the job market!  You 
will be a pioneer in the field blazing a bright path for others to 
follow. 

There are few Public Health programs in the world that are prescient 
enough to see how your future success can be seeded in a unique 
way by making connections between the human existence 
celebrated in the Humanities and then examining how those 
episodes reflex core crises in Public Health.

If those associations are not immediately in evidence to you after 
considering this website, don’t worry! This course is meant to 
stretch your existing connective skills and bend the experience of 
your scholarship into fresh personal reflections on Public Health and 
you will begin to live how the Arts can be both a mechanism and a 
lesson for both healing and reflection. 
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FAX: 
(973) 973-8032

E-Mail: 
Touch Here

You are fortunate to be a student in a program where you are 
provided the opportunity to explore, for curriculum credit, the 
concepts in this course.  You are guaranteed to create new pathways 
for analyses you do not yet know exist.

Course Information
This course focuses on creating connections between what may 
appear on the surface, dissimilar ideas, and then finding the 
common threads and tugging on them a bit to see what unravels.  
Through critical discovery of movies, music, television, radio, 
theatre, poetry, art, novels, sculpture, paintings, poems and essays, 
you will train your mind to see the light in the dark and to prefer an 
intellectually cynical approach to examining the human condition.

We meet those ends in class through a lively and thorough 
discussion of the works at hand where we do away with ordinary 
thinking.   There is no such thing as a wrong answer in this class but 
that does not mean the class is unstructured, vague or impossible to 
pin down in order to get an "A" grade.  

The things that matter for success are coming to class so you can 
participate in our discussion and the logic of your verbal and written 
analysis.  Take comfort in knowing it is rare when the class reaches 
a single consensus.  In fact, there are many times when no one in 
class to agrees on a single meaning of a text simply because their 
intensive personal analysis -- supported by facts they discover -- 
lead to a variety of verifiable conclusions.  The world is made of 
greys.  There is no one answer to rule the world. 

We concentrate on three aspects of the Humanities:  Popular 
Expression, Literature and Public Perception Changers.  Over the 
crest of the course you will interact with selected examples from 
these categories and then provide your insight as to how the pieces 
reveal something about Public Health policy, or a health crises, or a 
conflict of the human spirit. 

Former Students Reflect...
Here are what some former students have to say in a blunt, honest 
and on-the-record examination of their experience in the course:

"Upon entering this class I was excited, eager, and confident. I have 
been exposed to various types of humanities and felt I would have a 
working knowledge of the material. However, I realized early on that 
this class would take me beyond my general knowledge. Public 
health crises have long been reflected in the humanities but it is 
often rare that it is discussed in such depth in normal every day 
conversation. 

http://www.umdnj.edu/~bolesdw/human.html (2 of 7)4/30/2004 11:07:07 AM

mailto:REMOVETHISbolesdw@umdnj.edu


.::UMDNJ Official Course Website: Public Health Crises Reflected in the Humanities::.

Through class discussions I learned that many of the works we 
studied contained so much more public health meaning than I 
originally thought. I was amazed when reading 'Enemy of the 
People' and watching 'JAWS' and locating social commentary 
parallels between the works. I have always considered myself an 
extraordinarily open and socially and culturally sensitive person, but 
many times my own essence of acceptance was challenged. 

For instance, watching the movie 'Sound and Fury' taught me about 
the 'deaf' culture I had never even knew existed because I had 
thought they categorized themselves as 'impaired' as I did. Even 
with this accomplishment of understanding, it was only through the 
class discussions and interactions that I was fully able to accept and 
respect 'deaf' culture. Initially 'deaf' culture seemed like a foreign 
concept but has now taken on a beautiful and complex identity. This 
type of revelation and discovery continued throughout the course 
oftentimes frustrating and thrilling me simultaneously. 

My major success of this class was essentially taking this class and 
allowing myself to absorb a new way of looking at public health. As 
already noted, I find myself reaching beyond an upfront simple 
answer and searching for the complex unnoticed answers which 
many times lie farther below an obvious level. In studying public 
health we are easily caught up with the systematic Biostatistical, 
political, health administrative approaches that we often forget to 
examine the true nature of humanity and human suffering. We 
forget to remember the very lives we are attempting to help and 
remedy. Therefore, the other major success in this class was 
remembering to actively involve myself in the environments of those 
I wish to serve in the future; to delve deep into lives of those and 
not to linger in the logistics of public health education. This class 
takes our public health education and experiences to another level 
as it develops our skills to question every step we make in our public 
health endeavors. 

My major failure of this class was formulating my opinions and 
judgments before class discussions. Even though I had an open 
mind, I was conflicted by my own preconceived perceptions. 
Reading poems and books and watching movies dealing with public 
health crises is not sufficient for understanding, but it is the true 
analyses of the works that gave birth to new meaning and 
enlightenment. Though the very content is the essence of the work, 
oftentimes it was necessary to know who wrote or created the work, 
the history and life of the author or artist, or the time and place in 
which it was created. 

I sternly recommend this class for anyone who is in or not in the 
field of public health, no matter what age, sex, or race. Even with a 

http://www.umdnj.edu/~bolesdw/human.html (3 of 7)4/30/2004 11:07:07 AM



.::UMDNJ Official Course Website: Public Health Crises Reflected in the Humanities::.

  

small class size there was still social and cultural diversity that 
brought fascinating and unique perspectives that fueled healthy 
discussions which often led to the enhancement of personal 
understanding touching us in some way. In conclusion, this class 
should be made a CORE class for everyone in the Public Health 
program and can only be taught by someone as qualified and 
talented as the current instructor. "
Erica Sison - '04
UMDNJ School of Public Health MPH student
Final Project: "Public Health Crises Reflected in Black & 
White" 

"With great anticipation, I looked forward to the start of this course. 
At least it would be quite different from anything I had taken before 
in the MPH program. Certainly the instructor’s enthusiasm 
contributed to my decision to register for this course, and that 
enthusiasm was contagious. 

Personally, I found this course to be enlightening. It serves a 
purpose no other course does. It takes policy, needs assessment, 
and management to a new level. Although all pubic health issues 
have a basis in the organizational and managerial levels, we seem to 
become too oriented on the issue and process and detached from 
the humankind factor. When discussing cochlear implants, we were 
exposed to the process, the method of choosing appropriate 
candidates, and instruction to the patient and their families. 
However, we went beyond that and began to understand the culture 
of the deaf world. Especially in an urban setting, we will never be 
successful in a public health forum unless we understand the depth 
of the cultures we are facing. My success in this class took me 
beyond what I thought I knew about other cultures and my own 
acceptance of them, and the discrimination they face. It made me 
understand so much more. I realize that I may never fully 
understand different cultures, and thinking I can is somewhat 
discriminatory in itself. I realize the importance of incorporating the 
full community into decisions about their own health issues. We 
must also understand the importance of compromise. Sometimes 
neither side is completely right, and reaching a middle ground is 
what’s best for the public. 

My failure in this class was in falling short of understanding other 
viewpoints. However, I think that is probably normal in the course of 
true acceptance of other’s viewpoints. Education about various 
issues helps us to finally understand them more clearly. It does not 
mean we need to agree with them, but we need to work hard to get 
a glimpse of the other side’s viewpoint. So I may have failed at 
understanding certain issues initially, but further discussion brought 
me much closer. I learned that my viewpoint may change 
dramatically from my first impression. 
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This course made us aware of the moral responsibility we each have 
in our positions. Perhaps that is the greatest success of the course 
itself. We can follow the outline of a research project, or implement 
a health initiative, but we must begin and end with a moral 
responsibility to the patient and ourselves. We now have a much 
more personal understanding of what that means."
Deborah Nuber - '05
UMDNJ School of Public Health MPH Student
Final Project: "Abuse Advertising Aimed at the Abuser" 

"When I first saw this course listed in the spring classes, it appeared 
to be different. It sounded like a history class about different public 
health crises. What I failed to understand or appreciate was the 
“reflected in the Humanities” part. The first assignment was to sit in 
front of sculptures of women with different stages of cancer and 
reflect what the surgeon may have thought as he performed the 
surgeries and then express those feelings this in form of a poem. 
For someone who lacks expressive art talent, writing a poem took 
me out of my comfort zone.

I wanted to quit the class because I was scared, but the first class 
experience made me stay. My classmates all knew more than I did 
and were more comfortable about the subject than I appeared to 
know or feel. The instructor was very enthusiastic about the class. I 
instantly felt reassured and believed I would learn something from 
the class.

I was right. The class provided a missing part of my education -- the 
expressive art. I needed to take what I knew and thenpresent it to 
the public in a form they can appreciate. This may be in the form of 
music, film or a book. At the end of the class I was able to write a 
poem! I can now put my emotions about the HIV pandemic in 
words. I am able to listen to music, watch a film or read a book and 
at the end come out with a message the artist was trying to relay 
instead of just another sound or another story. For the first time, I 
now listen to the lyrics in a song.

My shortcoming during the course was the fact I was taking the 
course at the same time I had a very busy schedule and it was a 
short period to move me from the low level I was in with regards to 
the expressive art to where I rather be. I hope I will get another 
opportunity to take classes like this.

I strongly recommend this course to anyone who has always been in 
the sciences and who, as part of his or her career future hope to 
communicate their works, research, and opinion to the general 
public. It takes much more than knowledge of the facts to impact 
people’s life; it requires you to be an effective communicator, 
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reflecting your opinion or work in the humanities."
Echezona Ezeanolue, MD - '06
UMDNJ School of Public Health MPH Student
Final Project: "Dr. Oleske, AIDS & the Human Value of a Tin 
Roof"

The Lila's Breast Poem Project
One assignment for this course was to write a poem as a response 
to the "Lila's Breast" plaster casting cancer display of three bodies at 
the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey's Medical 
Science Building near the auditorium.  Each student was assigned a 
point of view "the missing breast; the surgeon; the wound; the 
plaster casting; the cancer; the awakening woman, etc." and to then 
write a poem concerning that condition.  Selected poems were 
subsequently published in The ScientificAesthetic Quarterly and you 
may visit those poems online here.

How to Do Well
Your grade is determined in three dimensions:  Discussion, 
Participation and Writing.  None of them is more important than the 
other and if you have a weakness in any of them that is appropriate 
and wonderful because the purpose of this class is to build you up, 
not break you down.

More Information
If you wish more information, or if you are a student at NJIT or 
Rutgers and would like to find out how you can sign up for this class, 
please touch the E-Mail hotlink found in the left frame of this page.  
Please be certain to delete the "REMOVETHIS" from the email 
address or your message will not be delivered.   Or you may contact 
your instructor, David Boles, here. 

Courses Taught & Other Information

●     Literature 362: Non-Western Drama - NJIT 
●     (Welcome Letter for DL Sections of Lit 362) - NJIT 
●     Literature 364: Modern Continental & British Drama - NJIT 
●     (Welcome Letter for DL Sections of Lit 364) - NJIT 
●     Public Health Crises Reflected in the Humanities -UMDNJ 
●     Movement for the Theatre 208 - Rutgers 
●     Literature 363: Ethnic & Minority Drama - NJIT 
●     Literature 361: 20th Century American Drama - NJIT 
●     Literature 330: World Literature I -- North America; Latin 

America and the Caribbean; Australia and Oceania - NJIT 
●     (Welcome Letter and Course Agreement form for DL Sections 

of Lit 330) 
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●     Literature 331 World Literature II -- Europe; Asia; Africa and 
the Middle East - NJIT 

●     (Welcome Letter and Course Agreement form for DL Sections 
of Lit 331) 

●     Living Theatre 211 - NJIT/Rutgers 
●     Fundamentals of Effective Speech 261 - Rutgers 
●     Special Topics in Theatre 411 - Rutgers 
●     Acting Fundamentals 271 - Rutgers 
●     From Page to Stage 212 - NJIT/Rutgers 
●     Rutgers Blackboard Course Access 
●     WebCT Course Access - NJIT 
●     WebCT Course Access - UMDNJ 
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